
Units of Study in Reading
Maury Reading Curriculum



What is Units of 
Study in Reading?

• Students build a repertoire of skills and 
strategies that coherently build from 
lesson to lesson, unit to unit, and year to 
year. It strengthens both language 
comprehension and word recognition.

• "Rebalancing" literacy – updated 
curriculum includes science of reading 
while also giving students time to 
authentically engage in reading.

• Each unit and individual lesson is mapped 
out with Common Core Standards
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Units and Pacing

• About 20 sessions per unit

• About 6 weeks per module
o Gives teachers the flexibility to 

respond to class data, it's not a 
day-by-day lesson structure 

• 2-3 bends per unit
o Each bend supports gradual skill 

development
o Each bend builds off the other
o Natural pausing points for informal 

assessments

• Writing units align with reading units



Session 
Structure

Mini Lesson Intervals for explicit, brief 
instruction in skills and 
strategies that then become part 
of a reader's ongoing repertoire

Independent 
Reading

Students read independently 
guided by their mini lesson 
objective, trying on new reading 
strategies in a variety of texts

Conferring 
and Small 
Groups

Teachers meet with students 
independently or in small groups 
to support individual student 
need

K-2 Phonological awareness

K-3 Phonics

K-5 Vocabulary, word solving strategies, 
comprehension strategies, book clubs

Mid-Lesson 
Workshop

Teacher shares misconceptions

Share Students reflect on their daily 
objective as a class, with peers, 
or independently



Workshop and Common Core



Other Workshop 
Components
• Small Groups

• A guide to supporting small group through targeted, skill driven lessons

• Shared Reading

• An opportunity for students to get repeated practice with essential 
comprehension work (taking a sneak peek, monitor for meaning, 
retelling, inferring)

• Lifts the word recognition part of the reading rope

• Read together (students see the words and follow along)

• Read Aloud (Let's Gather Curriculum K-2)

• Emphasizes how and why we read

• Support the most foundational skills: envisioning, predicting, 
synthesizing, and monitoring for sense

• Teacher reads to students

• Vocabulary and Read Aloud (3-5)

• Focus on close reading

• Word Study



Other ELA Components
• Heggerty (PreK-1) – Phonological awareness instruction

• Fundations (K-3) – Phonics instruction

• Morphology (4-5) - Structure and meaning of words

• Units of Study in Writing (2024)– dedicated block for writing
• Includes grammar and conventions
• Small groups for writing
• Vocabulary



Preparing for Middle 
School

• Builds strong foundational skills in K-2 

• Emphasis on independence and stamina

• Exposure to many genres and complex texts

• Writing about reading (3-5 notebooks)

• 3-5 "Test Prep" unit
o Analyzing texts, literary analysis, essay writing, 

anchoring comprehension in text evidence



Preparing for 
Middle School

• Collaborative discussion skills
o Book clubs, accountable talk, 

partner talks, class discussions, 
debates

• 3-5 "Test Prep" unit
o Analyzing texts, literary analysis, 

essay writing, anchoring 
comprehension in text evidence



Resources

Resources | MossflowerWeekly emails from teachers Resources | Mossflower

https://mossflower.com/resources/
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