LSAT UPDATE ON MAURY’S NAMESAKE

Dear Maury Community-

In 2018, based on research done by a parent, our Maury family learned that our namesake, John
Walker Maury, was, in fact, a slave owner. At the request of our school administration, the
LSAT has been tasked with leading our community through a community-wide discussion on the
implications of this information.

In September and October of 2018, LSAT members held two listening sessions with parents,
teachers, and community members. For those who could not attend, but wanted to be heard,
LSAT members engaged with stakeholders via email and in person.

LSAT in October 2018 invited the Principal of Boone Elementary (formerly Orr), Dr. King-
Jackson, to explain her school's experience with learning its namesake to be a slave owner, and
the process behind its community-wide decision to change to Boone. A key takeaway shared by
Dr. King-Jackson was that her community was unified behind a new name from the start-
Lawrence Boone was a beloved educator who served the community for over 20 years.

At a November 2018 PTA meeting, a representative from the DCPS Office of Family and Public
Engagement (OFPE) spoke and outlined the steps a school should take if they are considering a
name change. In follow up communication with OFPE, DCPS confirmed that our school could
keep the name Maury, while disassociating with John Walker. This would require no further
action by the school.

Finally, in December 2018 and January 2019, Maury LSAT members began formulating a
survey for the greater Maury community. This step is in line with what OFPE outlined during the
November 2018 PTA meeting, specifically Step 3 (see attachment).

Please see the recent email sent out by LSAT members on the Muary listserv to participate in the
survey or request a hard copy from a teacher. In addition, the survey allows students from grades
2 through 5 to participate. While teachers will engage with students during class time, please use
your best judgement while engaging with your own child.

The survey will remain open until March 31, 2019, so that everyone has a chance to be
heard. Please note that your participation will remain confidential.

As always, please feel free to reach out to any of your LSAT members should you have any
questions. As a community that centers itself on respect and empathy, all of us are grateful for,
and mindful of, the patience and respectful communications to date. We are confident that, as a
Maury family that loves our school community, we can and will continue this in the months to
come.
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